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Regional Queensland and Northern Territory students
shine at Art Awards

Artistically talented students impressed the reviewers at last night's (4 September)
Independent Education Union - Queensland and Northern Territory (IEU-QNT)
Excellence in Art Design Awards 2024.

The awards held at the Queensland Multicultural Centre in Brisbane attracted over 600
entries from students and teachers across the Queensland and Northern Territory
independent education sector, with entrants submitting artwork with a theme of
‘Growing Up'.

This year’s events saw a high number of awards of excellence and highly commended
recognitions given to student artists from regional locations including Alice Springs,
Biloela, Cairns, Gladstone, Toowoomba, Plainland, Mackay and Townsuville.

Student Cody Ingram from Sophia College in Plainland was awarded the top honour of
the Harriet Hunter Memorial Award, established in memory of a gifted student whose
life was tragically taken in the 1999 South-East Queensland floods.

The Harriet Hunter Memorial Award winner is selected from all winning entries across
Pre-school to Year 12 and was reviewed by Adrian and Sue Hunter.

Adrian said Cody’'s winning piece titled Growing Up with Big Brother was fresh and
humorous in its interpretation of the topic.

“This artwork is a narrative about survival,” Adrian said.

“The magpie features are like a totem; it is confident, alert, and adapting to a
challenging futuristic landscape, demonstrating the same qualities a young person
might need growing up today,” Adrian said.

“This concept has been skilfully expressed through the composition and the handling of
the medium,” he said.

IEU-QNT Branch Secretary Terry Burke said the Award reviewers were wowed by the
quality of submissions across all age groups in response to the theme.



“The reviewers commented on the high standard of entries and the varied and creative
interpretations that entrants brought to this year’s theme,” Mr Burke said.

“Our union established the Awards in 1994 to promote and encourage artistic students
and celebrate their flair for creativity.

“Art is a very important area of learning in schools, and IEU-QNT is proud to support the
artistic talent of students and staff in the Queensland non-government sector.

“We congratulate all awardees for their remarkable achievements,” Mr Burke said.
2024 Excellence in Art Design Awardsrecipients :

Open: Emelia Franz - St Mary's College, Ipswich

First Nations: Ernestine Hankin - Kutta Mulla Gorinna School, Mackay

Years 11-12: Jacinta Bennett - Redeemer Lutheran College, Rochedale
Years 9-10: Chelsea Black - The Glennie School, Toowoomba

Years 7-8: Cody Ingram- Sophia College, Plainland

Years 5-6: Penelope Kempster - Annandale Christian College, Townsville

Years 3-4: Jasper Phillips - Holy Cross School, Cairns

Prep-Year 2: Poppy Morrissey - Westside Christian College, Goodna

Preschool and Kindergarten: Daniel Lorraway - Trinity College, Gladstone

Highly Commended Awards for 2024 were presented to:
Open:
Sharyn Prasad - Canterbury College, Waterford

Katherine Johnson- Faith Lutheran College, Thornlands

First Nations:

Kila De Busch - Marist College, Ashgrove

Khloe Blake - Sophia College, Plainland

Monica Waters - St John’s Anglican College, Forest Lake

Lily Hookey - Westside Christian College, Goodna



Years 11-12:

Hannah Beckett - Chisholm Catholic College, Cornubia

Sofi Sheehan - Loreto College, Coorparoo

Ting Jiang - St Peter’s Lutheran College, Indooroopilly

Laura Ortiz- St John’s Anglican College, Forest Lake

Years 9-10:

Emily Slatter - St Thomas More College, Sunnybank

Pia McLaughlin - Mt St Michael's College, Ashgrove

Andy Barton - Mt Maria College, Mitchelton

Years 7-8:

Olivia Wallis - All Souls St Gabriel's School, Charters Towers
Elin Maher - St John Fisher College, Bracken Ridge

Miela Gilmour - Sunshine Coast Grammar School, Forest Glen
Years 5-6:

Mitchell Wysell - Toowoomba Anglican School, Toowoomba
Bryceson Tunnie - Holy Cross School, Cairns

Jasper Moeller - Marist College, Ashgrove

Xinyi Zhao - St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, Corinda

Annie Clem - St Aidan’s Anglican Girls' School, Corinda
Years 3-4:

Ella Gallagher - Gulf Christian College, Normanton
Henderson Whitaker - St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Caboolture
Olivia Wilson - Westside Christian College, Goodna

Karen Chen - St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, Corinda
Prep-Year 2:

Sarah Ebrahim - St Paul's School, Bald Hills



Amelie Hellard - Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Primary School, Alice Springs
Eleni Edosomwan - St Joseph'’s Primary School, Biloela

ENDS

Specific quotes and high-resolution images of each awardee’s art can be provided on
request.

Contact: Emily Campbell, IEU-QNT Communications Officer: 0400 746 175/
ecampbell@ieugnt.org.au

The Independent Education Union - Queensland and Northern Territory (IEU-QNT) represents more than 17,000 teachers, school
support staff, principals and early childhood education employees across Queensland and the Northern Territory.
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